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Home Fellowship Group 2018-19 

A Study of Paul’s letter to the Church at Corinth 

Student Guide 

Week 2 Food and Idols part 2: Conscience and sin. 1 Corinthians 8:7-13 

 

Icebreaker  

What is peer pressure? Does it change over time and if so, how? 

 

Background: Christ’s fulfillment of the law removed the Jewish dietary distinction 
between clean and unclean meat (Acts 10:15). For Christians from both Jewish and 
Gentile lineage, all meats are now clean. The question Paul addresses now in vss. 
7-13 is how this new Christian freedom is properly used. 

Stating the Obvious  

1. Who might be affected and how if they eat meat sacrificed to idols? (Vs. 7; Ro 
14.14). 

 

 

2. What part does food play in the Christian life? What was the Old Testament view 
of food and obedience to God? (vs. 8; Ro 14.17). 

 

 

 

3. How are believers to exercise this freedom in the broader context of the 
fellowship of believers, in other words, when among other Christians? (vs. 9).  

 

 

 

4. The Greek word translated “eating” in vs. 10 is one that means “to recline at 
table.” Who is Paul addressing in this verse and why? 
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5. What potential effect will this have on some brothers and sisters in the church? 
(Vs. 11; Ro 14.20). 

 

 

6. What is Paul’s advice to the church in Corinth on this matter? (vs. 13). 

 

  Exploring Deeper  

1. In verse 6 Paul has made a clear Christological statement (cf. Acts 17.24-28). In 
vs. 7 Paul is concerned that some people may be at risk because of what others are 
doing. Paul is writing from Ephesus so how can he know this and why is he 
concerned for this group? (READ 1 Co 1.16 and 16:15-17 for the answer). 

 

 

2. Vs. 8 is the beginning of Paul’s taking up the case of the weaker Christians and is 
a bit confusing. The question is whether this is a quote from the Corinthian’s or a 
reply from Paul. That there are no quotations may be from the fact that both agree 
with the statement. Vs. 9, which begins with the conjunction “but” is helpful by 
pointing to the high probability that vs. 8 is a statement from the Corinthian’s.  
What is the Corinthian’s position and how does Paul respond? (vs. 8-9) (cf. Ro 
14.1-2; Ga 5.13). 

 

 

    

3. Peer pressure is a powerful influencer. Social pressure was the most common 
cause of national idolatry in Israel during the Old Testament times. During the 
intense pressure when Antiochus IV invaded Jerusalem in 167 B.C., it would have 
been convenient for the Jews to simply eat idol food because “Food will not 
commend us to God.” But understanding any compromise was idolatry they elected 
to fight instead (the Maccabean Rebellion, 167-160 B.C.) As a Jew Paul understood 
this danger well, and so did some of the Gentiles in the church. They are the 
weaker brothers who came out of idolatry. What is the danger of which Paul warns 
the Corinthians and what does he mean by ‘encouraged’ and by ‘destroyed’? (vss. 
10-11). 
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4. Meat was a delicacy in the first century, and fellowship over a meal was highly 
prized. To refuse a dinner invitation had an impact on one’s social standing and 
opportunities for advancement or business. Also, the pagan temples were often 
used for social events like weddings or business celebrations. Since Corinth was a 
bustling city of opportunity and social status, what do you suppose drove those who 
were insisting on their right to eat this food sacrificed to idols? 

 

 

 

5. What is Paul’s thought progression in vss. 11 and 12 and what is his ultimate 
warning? (cf. Mt 18.6, 10). 

   

 

 

 

Application 

1. How would the voluntary foregoing of ‘rights’ change attitudes in the church? 

 

 

2. How do our earlier beliefs and actions condition us now as Christians when faced 
with temptation? 

 

 

3. Does our Christian freedom give us a right to its expression? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


