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Home Fellowship Group 2018-19 

A Study of Paul’s letter to the Church at Corinth 

Student Guide 

Introductory comments to begin part two of our study of Paul’s first letter 
to the church at Corinth 

 

About Corinth 

 

 

As the map shows, Corinth is located at a narrow strategic point on the isthmus of 
Achaia which is now part of modern day Greece. The society was affluent, 
materialistic and polytheistic. Their Greek culture ran deep in this lively city that 
was home to people from around the Mediterranean region. As a port city and a 
transshipment point between the Aegean and Ionian Seas, Corinth teemed with 
travelers, tourists, soldiers, and merchants. The popular Peloponnese sports games 
were held in Corinth every two years, and Paul would have been in the city for two 
of those events in 49 and 51 A.D.  
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Corinth was destroyed by the Romans in their conquest of Greece in the 2nd century 
B.C. and rebuilt in 44 B.C. by Julius Caesar. In the shadow of the Acrocorinth, a 
large mountain, Corinth was strategically important to Rome, and the newly 
renovated city was repopulated by Roman citizens and soldiers.  

As a transshipment point for goods going throughout the Mediterranean region, 
Corinth was a city that offered great economic opportunity. It was a materialistic 
culture, offered lots of employment, had a large middle class and a significant 
wealthy, educated and landed class. Corinth was where Pricilla and Aquila had 
established their tent making business after being forced to flee from persecution in 
Rome. It was here Paul met and worked with them and was the start of a lifelong 
mutual work of proclaiming the gospel. The economic opportunities of Corinth were 
also important to the business activities of a woman named Chloe who traded 
goods between Ephesus and Corinth. It was her household or employees who first 
told Paul of the problems in the church at Corinth while he was in Ephesus.   

As a Roman city, Corinth had a patronage system by which wealthy Romans 
supported enterprising Corinthians in business, arts, education, and politics. This 
meant opportunity for those gifted in the arts and teaching. Highly prized were 
philosophy and rhetoric the art form of presenting persuasive arguments based on 
cleverly arranging the flow of an argument using human knowledge and logic. In 
the art of rhetoric, it was style that was prized most highly not the truth. Sounds 
like our legal and political system today! 

It was in this environment that Paul planted the church (Acts 18). It was to this 
church that Paul wrote this letter while he was in Ephesus. His first letter is 
organized around matters that had been reported to Paul by Chloe’s people and by 
the problems about which the Corinthian leaders had written to Paul in their letter 
that has been lost to antiquity. Behind the diverse issues, Paul addresses are some 
deep and recurring problems. These include challenges to Paul’s authority as an 
Apostle, spiritual pride and especially a lack of love. As Paul deals with these issues, 
he sets forth his teaching on important doctrines including God’s sovereignty, the 
nature of the church, sanctification and the bodily resurrection.  

Last fall and spring we covered the first seven chapters. Now we begin our study of 
chapters 8-16, the end of the letter. I hope you enjoy your study. 

 

Blessings, Pastor Don. 
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Home Fellowship Group 2018-19 

A Study of Paul’s letter to the Church at Corinth 

Student Guide 

Week 1 Food and Idols part 1: Knowledge and Unity 1 Corinthians 8:1-6  

 

Icebreaker Have you ever been a “know it all” and if so, on what topic(s)? 

 

Background: After discussing the question of marriage in the previous chapter, 
Paul now begins a discussion about the question of eating food sacrificed to idols. 
This was a real concern for the early Christians since the culture in which they lived, 
and in many cases, were saved out of, worshiped idols. Pagan sacrifices were family 
affairs where a pagan priest sacrificed an animal supplied by the family. A portion 
was burned on an altar, a portion went to the priest, and the rest was returned to 
the family who would often invite friends for a feast. It was also common for the 
extra meat to be sold at market. The question was could or should these new 
Christians eat such food? 

But before Paul gets to specific instructions regarding food, he returns again to the 
topic of knowledge and pride in vss. 1-3.  

Stating the Obvious  

1. What is contrasted with knowledge in vs. 1? 

 

2. What criticism does Paul have for the “know it all” in vs. 2? 

 

3. What connection does Paul make between loving God and knowledge in vs. 3? 

 

4. Why is the phrase “an idol has no real existence” in parenthesis in vs. 4? 

 

5. What term does Paul use for the idols the pagans offer sacrifices of which the 
meat may later appear in the marketplace?  

 

6. Who is the “us” Paul says have one God and one Lord? 
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Exploring Deeper  

1. Read Ac 15.27-29. This instruction is for Christians from the Jerusalem council 
(approx. 47 A.D.). What do their instructions prohibit for the first Christians? 

 

2. The words translated “all of us possess knowledge” is in parentheses to indicate 
the words are Paul quoting a statement the Corinthians made in their letter to Paul. 
Read 1 Co 1.5 and 1 Ti 6.3 and explain why Paul says the one who thinks he knows 
something doesn’t really know it as he or she should know. 

 

 

3. Is Paul saying that knowledge is bad and it’s better to love others than to have 
knowledge? Why or why not? 

 

 

4. Read De 6:4. This passage is called the “Shema” and was recited by the 
Israelites twice a day as a devotional. Now read vs. 4 in our passage. What parallel 
can you see between the Shema and Paul’s statement in vs. 4? 

 

 

5. In vss. 4 and 5 we have statements in parenthesis to show what the Corinthians 
originally wrote to Paul in their letter. Paul’s complaint is that the Corinthian leaders 
were puffed up about the knowledge that “idols has no real existence” and “there is 
no God but one.” Knowing that there were Gentile’s in the church saved out of 
paganism, do you think everyone in the church at Corinth understood both of these 
statements to be true?  Why or why not? 

 

Application 

1. What is an important evangelism principle you can glean from these verses? 

 

2. Understanding how Paul has critiqued the error in Corinth about true knowledge, 
how can you apply this to other Christians who are not reformed? 

 

3. Read Galatians 4:9. How can you apply this verse and verse 6 of our text to your 
life?  


