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A Study in the Book of Ruth 
Week Eleven 

 

Act  3:   A Problem in the Royal line.     
Scene 3:     Naomi’s plan, Ruth’s actions, God’s design  Ruth 3:16-18 
 
 
Preparation 

Last week at the end of Act 3, Scene 2, Ruth had followed Naomi’s plan—sort of.  
Ruth’s boldness and Boaz’s character worked together to accomplish God’s plan.  

   
1. Think of a time when you were bold in saying something about the gospel.  How 

did you fare? 

 
 

 
2.  Is boldness in evangelism worth the risk?  Where are some places where a bold 
statement of Christ is risky?   

 
 

 
 
 

Bible study 

Study:  “And when she came to her mother-in-law, she said, “How did you fare, 

my daughter?” Then she told her all that the man had done for her, saying, “These 

six measures of barley he gave to me, for he said to me, ‘You must not go back 

empty-handed to your mother-in-law.’ ” She replied, “Wait, my daughter, until you 

learn how the matter turns out, for the man will not rest but will settle the matter 

today.” (Ruth 3:16–18, ESV) 

Boaz was awoken in the night from the cold.  Ruth had been out to the threshing 

floor, and likely didn’t sleep very well at Boaz’s feet.  But Naomi probably had the 

most sleepless night of the three.  When Ruth returns home in the morning, Naomi 

says something quite strange.  The ‘modern’ English translations such as the ESV, 

NASB and NIV translate Naomi’s question as “How did it go?” or “How did you 

fare?”, but the original Hebrew is literally “Who are you my daughter?” (cf. KJV, 

NKJV).  Translators have struggled over her question because it doesn’t seem to fit 

the situation.  But this is actually the same question Boaz asked in 2:5 when he 

first saw Ruth.  Naomi has struggled with this question throughout the book.  “Who 

is this Moabite woman?”  Is she a person of no significance, an outsider, a cast off, 

a foreign widow, an extra mouth to feed for me, a reminder of my dead son?  That 

would seem to be how Naomi viewed her in chapter 1 from the way she treated 

Ruth.  Or, is she much more than Naomi initially thought; someone who will 

ultimately provide a place of enduring legacy and a name for Naomi in Israel’s 

history by providing for her a son.  “Who are you my daugther?”   
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The growing realization of Ruth’s value must have been confirmed for Naomi by 

Boaz’s gift of 80 lbs of grain.  And Ruth’s capability to carry 80 lbs from the 

threshing floor to the city, would have made Naomi say “who are you my 

daughter?”       

Q1.  Read Ruth 1:21.  How has Ruth affected Naomi’s situation? 

 

 

 

   

Study:  In vs. 17 we read that Boaz gave Ruth the grain because “you must not go 

back empty-handed to your mother-in-law.”  This gift, poured into Ruth’s garment 

can be understood several different ways.  Ruth has told Naomi that Boaz has 

agreed to be their Redeemer, but there is a closer relative that must have the ‘right 

of first refusal’ in the matter.  So, this grain gift could be a sign of appreciation for 

Naomi’s bringing the issue to a decision point.  Naomi had encouraged Ruth to put 

off her mourning clothes; it was Naomi’s plan for Ruth to go to the threshing floor 

so it could be Boaz’s way of saying thanks for getting things moving along.   

Or, it could be a sign of good faith of his commitment to try to gain the right to 

Ruth, or, if not, to carry through so that the nearer relative would marry Ruth.  

Naomi’s reaction would lead us to believe it is the latter, a sign of good faith on 

Boaz’s part to secure Naomi’s and Ruth’s future by a kinsman-redeemer; either 

Boaz, or the nearer relative that we will meet shortly.  

    

Q2.   All through this story, there has been another kinsman-redeemer, a closer 

relative in the background.  But, is there yet another ‘kinsman-redeemer’ in the 

story who has been at work since the beginning?  Who is it?  What evidence do you 

have? 
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Study:  Ruth chapter 3 calls us to ask ourselves, as followers of Christ, “What am I 

willing to risk for Christ?”  People do all sorts of risky things, climb mountains, cross 

oceans, train long hours, and endure all manner of pain for various reasons.  The 

question for each believer is “What am I willing to risk for the sake of the gospel?”  

Are we willing to risk our reputation? Our friends?  Our comforts?  Our lives?  The 

fact that most of us seldom share the gospel is a form of answer.  Most of us are 

not willing to risk much.  We are unwilling to be thought of as ‘weird.'  We don’t 

want to offend anyone.  We don’t think people have done enough or are important 

enough for us to risk ourselves for them.       

Q3.  What did Ruth risk with her actions?  Was Naomi worth it?     

       

 

 

Q4.  What is Boaz risking by making his commitment to Ruth?  Was Naomi worth 

it? 

 

 

      

Q5.   What did Jesus risk when He came to earth to redeem you?  Were you worth 

it?      

 

 

 

Seeing Christ in the scriptures 

Study:  The story of Boaz and Ruth is not like a modern day love story where boy 

meets girl, boy loses girl, boy finds girl again, boy and girl fall in love, boy and girl 

marry and live happily ever after.  Ruth is not that kind of story.  We know that 

Boaz is fairly old.  Ruth is not a delicate flower of youthful womanhood, instead, she 

is robust and strong, able to work in the hot sun all day and a widow from a foreign 

land.  It would be a real casting challenge for Hollywood to find stars to play these 

two parts.  What’s more, she comes with a built in mother-in-law.  Find that one in 

the movies!  

What makes this story different is that the commitment by Boaz and Ruth to each 

other is based on a common character.  Both are honorable, both are committed to 
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hard work, to providing for family, and for contributing to their community.  Theirs 

is a relationship built on character, not, at least in the beginning, on physical 

attraction.  Common character forms the lasting bonds in a successful relationship.      

Yet this is a great love story because the real love story is not about Boaz and 

Ruth.  It is a love story about a God who loves His straying sheep.  Back at the very 

beginning of time, God could have simply ended the creation with Adam and Eve’s 

sin.  But He didn’t.  Instead, He promised a solution to the problem Adam created.  

And from Genesis 1 to Revelation 22, we find the love story of God “chesed” love 

for His people and the story of His amazing solution to a problem only He could 

solve.   

 

SCiS 1.  Matthew 5:45b says, “For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the 

good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.” How is this demonstrated in 

the life of Naomi?  How is it demonstrated in the Book of Ruth?   

 

 

 

            

SCiS 2.  Read John 3:16.  What was the final and clearest expression of God’s love 

for His creation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next week:  Ruth 4:1-12      


