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A Study in the Book of Ruth 
Week 16   

 
 

Act 4:   God Preserves the Royal Line.     
Scene 4:    The Genealogical Line Preserved:  Ruth 4:13-16  
 
Preparation 

 
1. The TV miniseries “Roots” by Alex Haley was one of the most successful TV 

events in history.  What do you think was the reason for its popularity? 
 

 

 
 

 
2.  How does the popularity of genealogical study and your answer above point to a 
significant problem in the evangelical church today? 

  
    

 
 
 

Bible study 

Scene four Act four opens with the wonderful news of God’s blessing the union of 

Boaz and Ruth with a baby boy.  In the ancient Near East, a boy was a blessing 

because of the Patriarchal nature of ancient societies  While the modern day 

feminist agenda rails against the patriarchal nature of ancient civilization; we must 

acknowledge that the complementarian understanding of the roles of men and 

women is central to God’s original creation design.  The problems that have 

occurred resulting in the feminist movement of today are simply a response to the 

Fall and the resulting sin in the relationships between men and women.   

Regardless of that discussion, we need to recognize God’s amazing grace in 

providing a first born son to Boaz and Ruth.  And this event brings to a glorious 

conclusion the fundamental issue of the book: the filling of Naomi’s emptiness.  Vs. 

13 condenses the nine months of personal history into one verse.  After the 

courtroom scene in the city gate, Boaz took Ruth to be his wife.  In becoming his 

wife, Ruth’s social status is complete.  She has graduated from “foreigner” (2:10), 

to “sipha” or “lowest servant” (2:13), to “ama” or “maidservant” (3:9), to now, 

“issa”, “wife”.  What an amazing progression! 
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1.   What do you think is the reason God has been so gracious to Ruth?      

 

 

Study: 

Last week we discussed how God works through secondary causes to bring about 

His predetermined will.  He works through three primary means.  First, as God 

brings the sun and the rain, things grow on the earth ‘necessarily’ because of God’s 

gracious providence.  In addition to things occurring necessarily, second, God 

accomplishes His will ‘freely’ through the free choices of moral creatures.  People 

choose to do one thing or the other by their choices, but the choices are always 

anticipated by God and are part of His sovereign will.  They occur freely yet are in 

line with God’s will.  The third way God acts is through ‘contingency.'  The 

Westminster Confession of Faith states how God’s will is always accomplished in 

these three ways in this manner:  

“Although, in relation to the foreknowledge and decree of God, the first 

Cause, all things come to pass immutably, and infallibly; yet, by the same 

providence, He orders them to fall out, according to the nature of second 

causes, either necessarily, freely, or contingently.”  

Things that occur contingently are “if/then” events.  The Book of Jonah is a great 

example of how God works contingently.  If the Ninevites repent, God will save 

them; if not, then they will be destroyed.  Much to Jonah’s dismay, they repent, 

and God spares them (Jonah 3:4-5).  Contingency is most commonly seen in this 

context of salvation.  If people repent and believe in Christ, they will be saved.  If 

they do not, they’re condemned (Mk 16:15-16; Ro 10:13).  But that leads to the 

question: If people repent they will be saved, but unless they were chosen as elect 

before time began, they can’t repent.  Is God then unfair?  Or is this contingency 

issue of God artificial?  Or does it make people ‘robots’ as some have suggested?  

This is the argument that Paul anticipates and answers in Ro 9:15-23. 

2.   Read Romans 9:8-23.  How does Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 

answer the question of God’s fairness and whether or not contingency allows people 

to make real choices?   
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Study:  In verse 13 we read “and the Lord gave her conception, and she bore a 

son.”  There are two significant things to notice in this verse.  First, this is only the 

second time the narrator has mentioned God specifically as taking action.  Only in 

chapt 1, vs. 6 is Yahweh mentioned and there He is mentioned as having given His 

people food.  Second, the expression “gave her conception” (“enabled” in the NASB 

and NIV) is a Hebrew expression that is used only here throughout the Old 

Testament.      

3.  Read Ruth 1:4-5.  What is significant about Ruth’s marriage to Mahlon?  In light 

of your answer, what is significant about this Hebrew expression here of God’s 

giving conception?  What other similar Old Testament conception event comes to 

your mind?   

 

 

 

         

Study:  In vss. 14-15 we have a threefold blessing for Naomi by the women of 

Bethlehem at the birth of her grandson.  First is a blessing of praise for Yahweh, 

“Blessed be the Lord…”.  But notice they call the grandson “redeemer”—the “go’el”; 

the language here is literally, “Yahweh has not prevented Naomi from having a 

go’el.”    In this blessing, the women do not use the word “go’el” in the technical 

sense, but in the redemptive sense as the answer to Naomi’s problem of insecurity.  

They are not concerned with the disposition of Elimelech’s land but for Naomi’s 

well-being.  This leads them to a spontaneous blessing for the boy; “may his name 

be renowned in Israel.”  Earlier the Elders had given Boaz the blessing “may 

you…be renowned in Bethlehem, ” but here the blessing for the boy is expanded 

out to the whole nation.   

Third, the women’s blessing returns to Naomi.  “He shall be a restorer of life and a 

nourisher of your old age…”.  The women recognize that this child guarantees 

Naomi’s future.  He will provide the rest and security she has been seeking.    

4.  Read 1:9 and 3:1.  In each verse, what is it that Naomi seeks for her 

daughter(s)-in-law.  How has God fulfilled that desire?   
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Study:  The women’s last statement is the most remarkable of all.  Naomi was 

bitter over losing a husband and two sons, but now, the blessing reminds her that 

she has gained far more in this daughter-in-law Ruth.  “…who loves you…”  is one 

of the most dramatic expressions of what the Bible considers love.  It’s not a 

romantic, emotional notion that is popular today. Instead, it is the kind of devotion 

Ruth has shown for Naomi and Naomi for Ruth.  God’s idea of love is that which is 

demonstrated in action by placing the welfare of others ahead of oneself.    

5.  In ancient Israel, the ideal family would be one with seven sons.  It would be 

the ultimate blessing for a family and for a community.  What is this blessing saying 

about Ruth?  What does it say about Naomi’s assertion in 1:21a?   

  

 

   

  

Seeing Christ in the scriptures 

1.   The women’s blessing identifies the baby as the Go’el, the Redeemer and says 

“he shall be a restorer of life and nourisher of old age.”  How does this point to 

Christ?     

 

 

     

2.  The story of Ruth begins with rebellion and ends with the renewal of Naomi’s 

life.  How does this relate to Christ? 

 

     

 

Next week: The Conclusion. 


