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A Study in the Book of Ruth 

Week 17   
 

Act 4:   God Preserves the Royal Line.     
Closing Scene:  The Genealogy of the Royal Line:  Ruth 4:17-22  
 

Preparation 
 
1. If your house needed a new roof, which company would you choose to do the 

work; a new roofing company or one whose trucks said “Family owned and 
operated for three generations”?  Why? 

 
 
 

 
 

2.  Britain’s form of government is a Constitutional Monarchy.  Since the king or 
queen is not elected, how is he or she chosen? 
  

 
   

   
 
Bible study:  The story of Boaz, Ruth, and Naomi comes to a fitting end with the 

birth and naming of the son born to Boaz and Ruth.  He is named “Obed” which 

means literally “one who serves.”  It is a shortened form of “Obadiah” a name that 

means “servant of God,” so this name Obed has a rather ambiguous meaning.  Was 

he given this name because he will be God’s servant in taking away Naomi’s 

bitterness (1:20-21), or is he to serve Naomi as her Redeemer and the one who 

restores her life and provides the security for her old age (4:15a)?  The narrator 

does not give us an answer.      

1.   How would Obed be a servant of God to Naomi in removing her bitterness?  

How would he serve Naomi as her redeemer?  Hint: Think of how Naomi must have 

felt upon her return from Moab.        
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Study:  The story ends on an interpretive note.  The narrator says “They named 

him Obed.  He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.”  We know then that the 

narrator must have written this story some 700 years after Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz 

lived.  At the end of the immediate story (our play in four acts), the Narrator’s 

genealogy gives us the historical significance of these events.  It is not about the 

resolution the birth of Obed brings to the personal crisis in the lives of the 

characters in these events.  Instead, the significance of these events is that they 

lead to the lives of his son Jesse and his grandson David.   

2.   Reread Ruth 4:11 and 14.  How do these events ultimately turn out to fulfill the 

blessing given to Boaz in vs. 11 and Naomi in vs. 14?   

 

 

 

 

 

Study:  There are two types of genealogies found in the Bible, segmented and 

linear.  Segmented genealogies show ethnic relationships among families, clans, 

tribes and even nations from a common ancestor.  Genesis 10, the “Table of 

Nations” is a good example of a segmented genealogy.  A linear genealogy is what 

we have here in Ruth 4:18-22.  Linear genealogies are used to establish claims of 

the last person named to fulfill an official function.  For example, the genealogies in 

Ezra and Nehemiah are intended to answer the questions: Who is of royal descent? 

Who may serve as a priest? Who is a true Israelite?  The genealogy that ends the 

Book of Ruth falls into the linear category.        

3.  Reread the Introduction to Ruth from week one.  Why would the narrator 

preserve this genealogy?  Hint: the answer is on pgs. 2-3. 

 

 

 

 

           

Study:  While the genealogy is certainly a reason for the writing of Ruth, there is 

something else here the Narrator wants us to see.  Throughout the story, we have 

seen Ruth, Naomi and Boaz consistently model ‘chesed’ love; the long-suffering, 
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self-sacrificing love that is central to the character of God.  Since Ruth’s conversion 

and commitment to Naomi, we see a daughter-in-law who sacrifices her interests 

for the good of Naomi.  Boaz exhibits the same self-sacrificing and steadfast love 

for both of them in acting as their Go’el.  Secondly, we have seen the providential 

care of God all through the story as well.  God ensured Naomi heard the news in 

the fields of Moab that the famine in Bethlehem was over.  He brought Ruth to the 

field of Boaz, Naomi trusted God in sending Ruth to the threshing floor.  Boaz acted 

honorably at every turn of events.  From this, we have learned that a person’s 

covenantal fidelity, their faithfulness to believe and trust God, is an important part 

of receiving His blessings.  These three main themes weave their way throughout 

the story.     

4.  Why is it important to be obedient to how God has directed His people to live?  

Does a person’s obedience have a bearing on God’s blessing?  How? 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Study:  This book and the genealogy demonstrate that even in the dark days of the 

time of the Judges, God was preserving His people.  In this genealogy, we see that 

the Royal Line was not preserved by the heroic exploits of deliverers, judges or 

kings, but by the providential hand of God who is sovereign over all events in 

history.  The Narrator wants us to know that the name of Boaz and Obed were 

proclaimed far beyond Bethlehem.  They were known by all the following 

generations throughout Israel.  The Narrator also wants us to realize that piety has 

its rewards in the blessings of God.       

5.  But the Narrator could not have known just how blessed Boaz, Ruth, Naomi and 

Obed would be.  Read Mt 1:1-17.  How blessed would these people finally be?   
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Seeing Christ in the scriptures 

1. How has this study of Ruth helped you to understand God’s providence, the free 

choices of people and His sovereignty? 

 

 

 

     

 

2.  Why is Jesus the rightful king of the Jews as the placard above Him, as He hung 

on the cross, said?  Why did the Jews try to deny it?  (cf. Jn 19:19-21 and Jn 1:11; 

Ro 11:2-8). 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope you have enjoyed this study through the Book of Ruth.  May God continue to 

lead you to see just how wonderful He is and how great is the salvation He has 

given us by grace through the descendent of Boaz and Ruth.       


