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A Study in the Book of Ruth 
Week Seven 

   
 

Act  2:   A Glimmer of Hope for the Royal line.     
Scene 2:    The Grace of Boaz:  Ruth 2:4-16 

 
 

Preparation 
 

The opening word in vs. 4 of chapter 2 is the Hebrew word “hinneh” often 
translated as “Behold” in English.  The writer’s intent in choosing this opening is 
twofold.  First, it shifts our attention from Ruth to Boaz.  Second, it shows us the 

emphasis on God’s providence in this story.  This week’s study will focus on the 
grace of Boaz, his concern for Ruth, and a surprise that points us to the closeness 

of community in this story and, most significantly demonstrates ‘hesed’ love God 
demonstrated in godly believers.     
    

1. How do social and ethic barriers effect your willingness to show compassion? 
 

 
 
2.  Has there been a time when someone displayed incredible kindness or 

compassion toward you is difficult circumstances?  Why did they do so? 
  

 
 

 
Bible study 

Study: Verses 4-16 is a series of dialogs, five in all.  The first is between Boaz and 

his field boss.  Two sets of dialog then follow between Boaz and Ruth; the first in 

vss. 8-10, the second in vss. 11-13 and the third in vs. 14.  This section is scene 

two of our play and it closes with the fifth conversation, Boaz’s instructions to his 

Israelite workers.   

The conversation between Boaz and his field boss alerts us to the first hint of the 

unusual nature of these events.  Boaz cheerfully greets his workers in vs. 4 with a 

blessing for God’s presence and is an indication of the godly character of this man.  

Then, in vss. 5-7 Boaz asks the overseer about the presence of the foreign woman 

in his field.  Last week we learned that gleaning is gathering grain from the uncut 

crop at the edge or border of a field or the fallen grain that remains after the 

reapers are done.  This is commanded in Le 19:9 and was the way the needy could 

find food.  But notice vs. 7: The foreman tells Boaz that Ruth came and asked to 

gather grain in the field, among the sheaves, behind the harvesters.  This is not 

gleaning, it is almost, but not quite, a harvesting activity.  What’s surprising is that 

the field boss allows her do so. Vs. 7b, “she has continued from early morning until 

now.”     
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Q1.  What do we learn from this conversation between Boaz and his farm boss in 

vss. 5-7?  (Hint: there are at least 3 things)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Study: The second dialog is the first conversation between Boaz and Ruth occurs in 

vss. 8-9, and Boaz does all the talking.  He addresses her as “daughter” but it’s not 

a demeaning or patronizing term.  Instead, it serves to tell us that Boaz is much 

older than Ruth, and it indicates his genuine concern and feeling of responsibility 

toward her.      

Q2.   In vss. 8-9 what four things does Boaz commit to do for Ruth?  What is the 

basis of his concern? (vs. 6; Le 25:48-49).     

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Study: With these blessings from Boaz, Ruth is overwhelmed.  She falls to her 

knees and bows her head to the ground in a position of worship.  She speaks in 

amazement that he would take notice of her, a foreigner.  What an amazing thing 

we see in this text; that a significant man of means would not only acknowledge 

this destitute foreign widow, but treat her as a significant person.   

The third dialog in Boaz’s response to Ruth’s question, “Why have I found favor…” 

Boaz answers in vs. 11.      
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Q3.  Read Boaz’s answer in vss. 11-12 and then read Genesis 12:1-4.  What 

parallels can you draw between Abram and Ruth?    

 

 

      

 

Study: Boaz’s words in vs. 12 are in the form of a prayer for blessing.  He asks 

that Ruth be repaid for what she has done.    

Q4.  Read Psalm 145:18-19; Proverbs 19:17; 28:27; Luke 6:38 and Hebrews 6:10.  

What is the basis for Boaz’s prayer for blessing?  Is God obligated to respond with 

blessing?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

Study: Vs. 14 is the fourth of the five dialogs in this scene and takes place between 

Boaz later in the day as the workers and Boaz break for the noonday meal.  Now 

we discover that Boaz’s compassion for Ruth is not yet exhausted.  The fact that 

Boaz ate with his workers tells us again of his character as a modest, 

compassionate and kind man.  Boaz’s invitation to come to him lets us know that 

Ruth had deliberately and in accordance with the customs of the day, kept her 

distance.  Boaz not only invites her to eat of the bread prepared for his workers, 

but to dip it as well in the sour sauce that was favored at that time.  That Boaz is 

generous is seen by the fact that Ruth ate her fill and had some left over.   

The fifth and final dialog is Boaz to his harvesters.  His instructions are incredible: 

Let he gather among the sheaves, do not give her a hard time, and by the way, pull 

out some of the bundles of grain and cut it for her and let it lay on the ground for 

her to pick up without effort! (this last in indicated by the Hebrew wording 

translated as “pull out some bundles…”).    
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Q5.  What does vss. 14 and 15 tell us about the response of God toward Ruth’s 

actions?  Is there any hint of the kinsman-redeemer concept that is still to come in 

Boaz’s actions?  What is it?     

 

 

 

 

 

Seeing Christ in the scriptures 

SCiS 1.   How does vs. 10 point to Christ?  (cf. De 10.18; Ps 8.4; Is 57.15; Ro 5.8; 

Ep 2.12-14)   

 

 

 

 

 

SCis 2.  Read Luke 6:38.  How is this a parallel to Ruth 2:14-16?  What was Ruth’s 

attitude displayed in all these events?  How does that parallel 2 Co 9.6-8? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next week:  Ruth 2:17-23      


