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A Study in the Book of Ruth 
Week Eight 

   
 

Act  2:   A Glimmer of Hope for the Royal line.     
Scene 3:    Grace Displayed: Hesed Love  Ruth 2:17-23 

 
 

Preparation 
 

This final episode in chapter 2 centers on the dialog between Naomi and Ruth and 
what had happened to her during her day of gleaning.  In this lesson, we will look 
at Ruth’s continuing love for Naomi, Naomi’s realization regarding the goodness of 

God, and her advice to Ruth.  We will see the depth and breadth of the Hebrew 
word “chesed” and how it is central to the Bible.         

    
1. List some ways God shows His love for you in your daily life. 
 

 
 

 
 
2.  How can you know that God will provide for your needs in all circumstances? 

  
 

 
 

 
Bible study 

Study:  “Chesed” or “hesed,” pronounced kheh’-sed, is the Hebrew word that tells 

of God’s great love, mercy, and grace.  It is translated as “mercy,” 149 times, as 

“kindness” or “loving kindness” 70 times, and as “goodness,” “merciful,” “favor,” 

and “faithfulness” another 20 plus times in the Old Testament.  Chesed love is a 

key theme in Ruth, and throughout the Bible, because it shows God’s redeeming 

love is ‘covenantal,' which means His love is based on the legal (in the ultimate 

sense of legal as in God’s system of laws) binding God Himself has with His people. 

In Act 2, Scene 3 of Ruth, chesed love comes front and center through the dialog 

between Naomi and Ruth found in chapter 2, vss. 17-23.  The scene opens with the 

statement that Ruth gleaned in Boaz’s fields until evening.  The evening was the 

time just after sunset, and since this was the spring, we can safely assume that 

Ruth gleaned until at least 6:00 pm.  At sunset, Ruth set about threshing out the 

grain from the stalks, and the result was an ephah of barley.  What Ruth now had 

was a sack of grain that weighed about fifty pounds.   

She strikes out for home in the city, perhaps a journey of one-half to one mile, 

depending on the location of Boaz’s fields.  Arriving at home, Naomi sees her, and 
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the amazing amount of grain gleaned in a single day.  Then Ruth brings out her 

leftover lunch and gives that to Naomi as well.   

Q1.  What does this show us about Ruth’s compassion?  How does Ruth 

demonstrate “chesed” love toward Naomi?  (Hint: remember Naomi’s statement in 

1:20, 21).    

 

 

 

 

    

Study: When Naomi sees the result of Ruth’s day of work, she is overwhelmed.  In 

vs. 19 she exclaims, “Blessed be the man who took notice of you.”  Ruth explains 

that she had been working for Boaz.  Hearing this, Naomi again pronounces 

blessings on the man.  This particular Hebrew wording here in vs. 19 is found only 

in 1 Kings 10:9a which reads: “Blessed be the Lord your God, who has delighted in 

you…”  When Ruth tells Naomi it was Boaz who showed her this extraordinary 

kindness, in vs. 20 Naomi again breaks out in words of blessing for Boaz. 

   

Q2.   By pronouncing this blessing on Boaz for his compassion and recognizing it 

comes from Yahweh, what can you say about Naomi’s attitude here compared to 

her attitude when she made her statement in 1:21?   

 

 

 

 

 

Study:  In the second blessing Naomi pronounces in vs. 20, she says “…whose (the 

Lord’s) kindness has not forsaken the living and the dead.”  She acknowledges that 

God is willing to provide for their physical needs.  The word “living” is plural, so, for 

the first time since leaving Moab, Ruth is included in a covenant family.  Naomi’s 

blessings also is a tacit acknowledgment that Yahweh has provided these blessings 

through Boaz, who she calls a “redeemer.”  So God has brought Naomi (and Ruth) 

back to Bethlehem and now God is providing for them in a way He had already set 

up in His law.  Or is He?  Read Leviticus 25:47-49 and Deuteronomy 25:5-10.  

Remember that Boaz is a relative of Elimelech’s only by both being of the tribe of 

Judah.             
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Q3.  Is Boaz under a legal obligation to be Naomi’s kinsman-redeemer?  Why or 

why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Study: In vss. 21-22 Ruth mentions to Naomi that Boaz had advised her to “not go 

to glean in another field, but keep close to my young women.” (vs. 8) and “my 

young men” (vs. 21).  The Hebrew words for ‘young women’ and ‘young men’ in 

this context mean young servants as would be the case at harvest time.  Both 

young men and women would be employed for the harvest.  Naomi, perhaps out of 

concern for Ruth’s safety, uses “young women” in vs. 22 to confirm Boaz’s 

instruction.  But consider what is being said here.  Naomi’s advice to take Boaz’s 

offer of remaining exclusively in his fields seems to be obvious after what he has 

done for them on this day.  Yet she is careful to say, “it is good that you stay in 

Boaz’s fields…”   

The word “field” in vss. 8 and 22 is the same Hebrew word used in 1:1, 2, and 6 for 

“country” of Moab.  Read those verses again and substitute field for country.      

 

Q4.  Since it would be the obvious move to stay in Boaz’s fields, what do you think 

Naomi is warning Ruth about with this advice? 
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Seeing Christ in the scriptures 

Study:  In 1:22 we read that Naomi and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem at the 

beginning of the barley harvest.  That means they came home from Moab at the 

time of Passover.  What better time than Passover to begin again the freedom of 

being home in Israel.  At the end of chapter 2, the barley harvest is ending, and 

that is the time for the festival of First Fruits, which is part of the Feast of Weeks, 

which is what we know as Pentecost.  The first Pentecost after the crucifixion of 

Jesus is marked by the outpouring of God’s Spirit on the early church and the 

spread of the gospel to the Gentiles. 

 

SCiS 1.  Can you draw any parallels between Naomi’s and Ruth’s situation and 

what was to come on that first Pentecost after the resurrection of Jesus? 

 

  

   

  

SCis 2.  How does Naomi’s reluctance to return, her reluctance to have Ruth go 

with her and her initial bitterness tell you about the chesed love of God? 

 

   

  

     

 

Next week:  Act 3 begins.  Ruth 3:1-5      


